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This office action is responsive to the amendment filed on October 10, 2006. 

Rejection Under 35 U.S.C. 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-2, 4, 6-7and 24-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Molstad et al (2005/0099713). 

With regards to claims 1,6 and 24 Molstad et al disclose a magnetic tape (fig.51 element 
40 and disclosure thereof) comprising at least one servo track "(see elements 41A-41C in figs. 
5A-5B) comprising at least one slanted magnetic transition (see figs 5a-5b element 41B, fig.9 
elements 95 A, 95B and disclosure thereof; wherein Molstad et al shows each slanted transition 
comprising series of vertical and horizontal segments). 

With regards to claims 2, 7and 25, Molstad et al disclose a second slanted magnetic 
transition that is mirror image of the at least one slanted magnetic transition (see fig.9 elements 
95A and 95B and disclosure thereof). 

With regards to claim 4, Molstad et al disclose that the horizontal segments are much 
smaller than the vertical segments (see fig.38 and disclosure thereof). 

Claims 19 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Dugas et al 
(2005/0168869) 
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The applied reference has a common inventor with the instant application. Based upon 
the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it constitutes prior art under 35 U.S.C. 
102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) might be overcome either by a showing under 37 
CFR 1.132 that any invention disclosed but not claimed in the reference was derived from the 
inventor of this application and is thus not the invention "by another," or by an appropriate 
showing under 37 CFR 1.131. 

With regards to claims 19-20, Dugas et al disclose an apparatus for use in writing servo 
data (see fig.3 and 7 and disclosure thereof) comprising a servo writing head (see fig.3 element 
22); a magnetic film disposed on the head; and at least one slanted pattern created in the 
magnetic film, wherein at least one slanted pattern comprises two or more write gap segments. . . 
(see figs. 5-7disclosure thereof and paragraphs [0030] and [0038]; wherein Dugas et al also 
disclose write gap segments are terminated with circular openings). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 15-17 and 22-23 are allowed. 

Applicants claimed invention differs from the prior art of the record by specifically 
reciting an apparatus/method for writing servo data comprising one or more write gaps created in 
the thin film, each having a slanted pattern, wherein the slanted pattern of the one or more write 
gaps comprises series of vertical and horizontal segments, the horizontal segments of the write 
gaps being much smaller than a width of the corresponding write gaps. 
Response to Remarks 

Applicants arguments with respect to claims 1-2 and 4 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Applicant further argues, "Molstad et al discloses amplitude based servo pattern, which is 
entirely different from timing-based servo track as recited". Examiner respectfully disagree, 
because as recited in the claims, the magnetic transition pattern used in timing based servo is 
intended use, but structurally the same. The limitations recited in the claims are therefore 
considered met. 

Applicant further argue that "Dugas do not disclose or teach a slanted pattern comprising 
two or more write gap segments arranged in a segmented pattern" as recited in claim 19. 
Examiner disagree because as described above in this office action, Dugas et al disclose at leaser 
one slanted pattern created in the magnetic thin film, the write gap segment arranged in a pattern 
(see figs. 4-5, 11-12 disclosure thereof and paragraph [0030] and [0038]). 
Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Varsha A. Kapadia whose telephone number is (571) 272-7557. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon Tue and Thurs. from 6:30 AM to 2:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrea Wellington can be reached on 571 272 4483. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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